Music Guidelines for TCAF/CSAF Music Contests

I.  PURPOSE 

1. To provide students of CSAF/TCAF member schools        

with an opportunity to learn, grow and perform their 

God-given talents.      

2. To provide students with subjective opinions from judges as a tool for measuring future progress.

3. Ratings in each event will reflect a combination of student effort, accomplishment, and judge’s evaluation.

II. GOALS

1. To encourage student participation in music.

2. To strive for a high standard of performance.

3. To reinforce each performer’s success in improving his/her performing skills.

III. CATEGORIES

A. Instrumental/Piano Solos

1. Provide own music stand if needed

2. 8-minute set-up/tuning/performance time limit

3. One selection per entry

4. Piano solos must be memorized.

B. Instrumental Ensembles

1. Provide own music stands

2. 15-minute set-up, tuning and performance time limit

3. One selection* per entry

C. Vocal Solos

1. 8-minute set-up/performance time limit

2. One selection per entry

D. Vocal Ensembles- pop/show, sacred, 

1. 15-minute set-up/performance time limit

2. One selection* per entry

3. Movement, choreography, and costuming must be appropriate.  This will be evaluated by the judge.

*Musical selections can be from UIL lists or other sacred, pop, classical, Broadway, jazz, secular, or contemporary Christian literature

IV.  LEVELS OF PERFORMANCE

1. Beginner:        Up to 1 year of instruction

2. Intermediate:   2-3 years of instruction

3. Advanced:       4 or more years of instruction

V.  SCHOOL ENTRIES

1. Each school may enter as many entries as they wish.

2. Each school must provide their own accompanists.

3. Live piano accompaniment is preferred, but accompaniment tracks may be used without background voices, provided they bring their own playback equipment.

4. All music must be memorized for vocal solos, vocal ensembles, and piano solos.

5. Contestants must supply the judge with an original part or score with measures numbered for judge’s comments, or rating will be lowered one level.

6. Students can enter in more than one category.

7. Student name and school name should be on music, instruments, uniforms, props, and stands.

8. Participants will receive a comment sheet, rating, and award, if appropriate.

        Note: The following items will be provided by the host 

 school:  Risers, acoustic piano, electric piano

VI. COPYRIGHT RULE

1. Reproducing more than 10% of individual parts  (instrumental or vocal) is not permitted.

2. Individuals or schools performing copyrighted music or music requiring royalties are responsible for conforming to those rules and regulations.

3. Emergency reproductions are only allowed if made without the purpose of avoiding purchase and show notice of copyright. Also, schools must have proof of purchase order showing intent to purchase same materials available.  

VII. CONTEST OFFICIALS

1. Show a spirit of courtesy and cooperation to all participants.

2. See that the music contest is conducted with  

efficiency and according to rules and regulations.
VIII. SCHOOL MUSIC DIRECTORS

1. Create an atmosphere of high standards and quality for all participating students.
2. Be respectful of all contest regulations and judging decisions. 

3. Help students prepare musically for contest and  have all forms entered in a timely manner for all stated deadlines. 

4.   Help students understand all contest guidelines and  expectations.

IX.  CONTEST SCHEDULING

1. A contestant must appear 30 minutes prior to assigned performance schedule or they may be considered “scratched” by the contest coordinator.


     Note:  Notify the contest monitor of any delays or schedule  emergencies so 
                that arrangements can be made as soon as possible to accommodate the 

                change.
2. Contest monitors will keep the contest moving along smoothly and will decide

    whether to permit out-of- order performances using the following priority  order:

a. Contestants who are on time and in order

b. Contestants who are late

c. Contestants who wish to perform ahead of assigned schedule
General Contest Guidelines

1. Supervision:  In addition to the director and/or accompanist of a school, there should be 1 adult for every 10 students. Students should not be left unattended.

2. All entries must be submitted by 1/30/09. Incomplete and inaccurate forms will not be considered as a completed entry.
3. Maps and directions to the competition site as well as parking areas,  “set-up base”, warm-up areas, etc. will be made available after all entry forms and fees  are received.

4. Contest coordinator will need monitors, timekeepers and runners with instructions and guidelines in advance. 

5. Judges:  Will need judging tables and hospitality room 
6. Judges’ packets: 1.  Instructions, schedule, pencils

                                         2.  Contest rating information

                                         3.  Event Results Form for their event schedule

                                         4.  Judging forms in schedule order.

7. Signs will be posted giving event locations.

8. Event results will be tallied, checked and posted as soon as possible  after an event is completed.

9.  All judging result forms will be copied before giving to contest 

    participants for reference purposes.

